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CORPORATION OF HAMILTON 

CORPORATION BOARD 

PUBLIC SESSION 

 
Wednesday, February 3, 2021, 12:30 pm 

Mayor’s Parlour, City Hall, Hamilton 

 
Present: Rt. Wor. Charles R. Gosling, JP, Chairman 

 Councillor John Harvey, MBE, JP 
 Councillor Lawrence Scott, JP 
 Councillor Nicholas Swan 
 Councillor Henry Ming 
 Councillor RoseAnn Edwards 
 Councillor Jenefer Brimmer 

  
Apologies: Councillor Dennis Tucker, MBE, JP 

 Councillor George Scott, JP 
  

Staff: Secretary/COO - Dwayne A. Caines 
 Acting Secretary/Treasurer – Tanya Iris 
 City Engineer - Patrick Cooper 
 HR Manager – Lindell Foster 
 Director of Marketing & Communications – Jessica Astwood 
 Deputy Treasurer – Siobhan Fubler 
 Public Relations Manager - Helen Zoellner 

 

In Attendance: 
 

Ms. Sophia Cannonier 
Ms. Jeanine Richardson 
Ms. Kimberly Wilson 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

1. Confirmation of Notice 

The Secretary/COO confirmed that the appropriate notices of the meeting were duly given 
according to the Meeting Guide. 
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2. Role of the Chairman 

The Mayor confirmed his role as the Chairman. 

3. Open Meeting 

The meeting was called to order at 12.34 pm. 

4. Apologies 

The Secretary/COO confirmed that apologies had been received from Councillor G. Scott and 
Councillor D. Tucker. 

5. Public Participation/Presentation 

There was no Public Participation/Presentation. 

6. Correspondence 

6.1 Letter from the Governor 

The Mayor referred to a letter received from Her Excellency Ms. Rena Lalgie, Governor 
and Commander-in-Chief, dated 5 January 2021, in response to his letter of welcome to 
Bermuda.  He said that arrangements would be made to introduce the Governor to the 
Members and Executive of the Corporation of Hamilton. 

6.2 Lions Clubs of Bermuda 

The Mayor referred to the letter received from Mr. Mark Bothello of the Lions Clubs of 
Bermuda, dated 9 January 2021.  On behalf of the Lions Club of Bermuda, Mr. Bothello 
thanked the COH for the use of the building at Barr's Bay Park to facilitate its Share the 
Christmas Spirit initiative with the Lions Clubs of Bermuda and the Market Place Ltd and 
its preparation of food hampers for local families in need. 

7. Minutes of the Previous Corporation Board Meeting dated 6 January 2021 (Public Session) 

Proposed:  Councillor L. Scott 

Seconded:  Councillor H. Ming 

The Minutes were accepted as read. 

The Mayor said that a suggestion for a change to the format of the Minutes would be discussed 
at the next Staff, Legislative & Governance Committee Meeting. 

ACTION: 

Forward to the Staff, Legislative & Governance Committee to be held on 16 February 2021, to 
discuss the format of the Minutes.  (Secretary/COO) 
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8. Matters Arising from the Previous Corporation Board Meeting dated 6 January 2021 (Public 
Session) 

8.1 Bathrooms in Queen Elizabeth Park 

Ascertain why the female bathrooms at Queen Elizabeth Park had been locked, as 
reported in October 2020.  The City Engineer said that he had confirmed with the staff at 
the bathrooms that the female bathrooms had not been locked nor had they been out of 
service.  Councillor Edwards said that the female bathrooms had been locked.  The 
Secretary/COO said that the individual loitering at the bathrooms had been identified and 
reported to the police. Action item completed. 

8.2 Rose Cottage 

Arrange a site visit to Rose Cottage to consider its historical and architectural merit in 
light of the proposal to raze and level the property, by the Mayor, Councillor Harvey, 
Councillor Ming, Secretary/COO and City Engineer.  Councillor Harvey said that a site visit 
to Rose Cottage had taken place.  It had been decided to instruct an assessment of the 
property and write to the nearby businesses on Par-La-Ville Road, with a view to lease for 
residential or commercial usage, whereby the leaseholder would undertake any 
renovations required. It was envisaged that the undertaking would be complete within a 
few months.  Action item completed. 

Forward to the Infrastructure Committee to be held on 13 January 2021, to discuss the 
historical and architectural merits of Rose Cottage, in light of the proposal to raze and 
level the property.   The Secretary/COO said that enquiry had been made of the Bermuda 
National Trust to establish historical value. Mention of Rose Cottage could be found on 
page 281 of the Bermuda Architectural Heritage Series, Hamilton Town and City.  The 
Mayor said that if the property had any cultural value to the City, the COH should do all it 
can to preserve it.   Action item completed. 

8.3 COH Temporary Electronic Meeting Policy (Amended 7 December 2020) 

Circulate the COH Temporary Electronic Meeting Policy (Amended 7 December 2020) 
and receive confirmation from the Board members that they have read the 
document.  Action item completed. 

8.4 Homeless Initiative 

Contact PwC in the new year to clarify how they intended to gather the data, as it 
related to the Homeless Initiative.   The Secretary/COO said that PwC had provided the 
process by which they would gather data. Action item completed. 

9. Resolutions Approved by the Minister 

Passed:  2 December 2020                    Submitted to the Minister:  4 December 2020 

That the Board approve to continue to support the Remembrance Day Services at Point Pleasant 
Park and Victoria Park, by the Bermuda Sea Cadet Corps and the Bermuda Volunteer Rifle Corp, 
on 11 November annually without cost. 
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That the Board approve to defer the end of free of charge temporary COVID Alfresco Licenses 
until 30 June 2021. 

Passed:  6 January 2021                    Submitted to the Minister:  20 January 2021 

That the Board approve an amount of up to $70,000 from the North Hamilton 2021 budget, in 
equal share with other utility companies, as the COH's contribution to the BELCo proposed project 
of undergrounding utility lines on the remainder of Ewing Street and on Angle Street. PR would 
be made. 

That the Board approve a new food concession location for a food truck, at the south-east corner 
of Par-la-Ville Car Park, adjacent to the BELCo vault building. 

That the Board approve the Department of Health to occupy Pier 6 Lower as a Temporary 
Vaccination Centre with exclusive use of the adjacent No.5 Car Park, pending the first scheduled 
cruise ship due in July 2021.  There would be a charge of $5,000 per month to cover loss of car 
park revenue, plus utility costs.  The Vaccination Centre would be temporarily broken down for a 
potential event booking on 21 May 2021 and any short-stay cruise ship visits during the 
period.  Space within the car park would be reserved for the scheduled installation of the barrier 
system in February 2021.  Should the majority of vaccinations for those with other health issues 
be completed at any time before July 2021, the Vaccination Centre would occupy the old HM 
Customs Building, free of charge, plus utility costs, where parking provision would be made. 
Should the HM Customs Building be required by the COH, three (3) months’ notice would be given 
to the Department of Health. 

10. Resolutions Not Approved by the Minister - 2 December 2020 

10.1 Budget 2021 

RESOLUTION:  That the Board approve the Corporation of Hamilton Budget for 2021. The 
Secretary/COO said that the Resolution was approved by the Board on 2 December 
2020.  The Resolution was subsequently presented to the Minister for approval.  The 
Budget accounted for legal expenses and was approved provisionally by the Minister, on 
condition that no legal fees would be expended against the Government of 
Bermuda.  Councillor Harvey expressed concern that this was an affront to democracy in 
this country, a significant stance taken by the Government.  Councillor L. Scott said that 
under the Municipalities Act, the COH had a right to sue as well as be sued and that it was 
unlikely that the Minister had taken advice from the Attorney General before making such 
a condition.  It was considered that the condition would be ultra vires.  The Mayor said 
that the Minister would be reminded that, under the Act, he would be required to consult 
fully with COH before taking such a stance.  Legal advice would be sought.  

The Mayor also noted and assumed that the outstanding budget for upgrades to the 
sewage system outlined in the 2019 Budget, would also now be approved. 
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10.2 SSL Lease 

RESOLUTION:  That the Board approve the Secretary/COO and City Engineer to 
commence formal negotiations with Stevedoring Services Limited toward a 20-year 
augmented license.  The Secretary/COO said that the Resolution was approved by the 
Board on 2 December 2020.  The Resolution was subsequently presented to the Minister 
for approval.  The Minister required a reduction in the term of the proposed lease from 
twenty (20) years to four (4) years.  The Mayor said that an exceptional amount of 
preliminary work and expense by the COH and SSL had already been made towards the 
SSL's new lease arrangements, culminating in a proposed lease period of 20-years.  The 
reduction in the lease term would be unusual and would negate SSL from investing into 
the dock infrastructure, which had been a significant part of the lease proposals.  Legal 
advice would be sought. 

11. Board Recommendations for Review 

There were no Recommendations for review. 

12. Committee Recommendations for Review 

12.1 Residents Advisory Committee – 7 January 2021 (Public Session) 

There were no Recommendations for review. 

12.2 Infrastructure Committee – 13 January 2021 (Public Session) 

Councillor Harvey gave a brief outline for each Recommendation. The City Engineer noted 
that the contract for the one-year Cargo Dock Security Control had not been awarded to 
the lowest bidder as, further to discussion, the company could not provide enough staff 
with the required specific security qualifications without undergoing training.  As the 
contract would be for one-year to expire at the commencement of the proposed 20-year 
lease agreement with Stevedoring Services Limited and which would include security, it 
was decided to make the award to the second lowest bidder who also held the current 
contract.  

The HR Manager joined the meeting at 1.12 pm. 

RESOLUTION: 

That the Board approve to waive the labour costs up to $5,000, as sponsorship of the 
Bermuda Karting Club Hamilton Grand Prix event scheduled for 15-16 May 2021.  

Tabled 
 

RESOLUTION: 

That the Board approve the contract to install the Barrier System at No.5 Car Park be 
awarded to Solterra Landscape at a cost of $24,631.51. 

Unanimous 
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RESOLUTION: 

That the Board approve the one-year Cargo Dock Security Contract be awarded to SAS 
Protection Services Ltd at a cost of $738,303.00. 

Unanimous 
 

RESOLUTION: 

That the Board approve the contract for the Victoria Street Bathroom Renovation be 
awarded to Gorham's Management & Design Limited at a cost of $149,131.00. 

Unanimous 
 

ACTION: 

Forward to the Infrastructure Committee Meeting to be held on 10 February 2021, to 
invite the Bermuda Karting Club to present at the next Infrastructure Committee Meeting, 
as it relates to sponsorship for the Hamilton Grand Prix event scheduled for 15-16 May 
2021.  (Secretary/COO) 

12.3 Finance Committee – 14 January 2021 (Public Session) 

There were no Recommendations for review. 

12.4 Staff, Legislative & Governance Committee – 19 January 2021 (Public Session) 

There were no Recommendations for review. 

13. Any Other Business 

13.1 Photograph of Mayor and Members 

Councillor Harvey said that the suggestion for a photograph of the current sitting Mayor 
and Members would be displayed to honour the Council Members.  It was noted that the 
photograph would be larger and would be placed where it could be easily seen by visitors 
to City Hall, to educate and inform.  The Secretary/COO said that the Mayor's Parlour was 
a public area.  The Mayor suggested that the photograph could be displayed in the foyer 
with a message from the Mayor and Members welcoming visitors to City Hall.  It was 
noted that the photograph would be taken in a more formal setting by a professional 
photographer should there be a need to display such a photograph in the future.  The 
Secretary/COO suggested that a photograph of the Mayor, Members, together with the 
staff, would also be appropriate. 

ACTION: 

Display the photograph of the Mayor and Members in a prominent position in the foyer 
at City Hall.  (City Engineer) 
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13.2 TAKE NOTE:  2021 Events Calendar 

The 2021 City Events Calendar was well received.  A draft for full Health & Safety 
Guidelines for City venues had been submitted to the Department of National Security for 
approval and Government permissions would be sought for each event.  The Department 
of National Security had approached the COH to produce a draft pre-approved venue 
arrangement for use of the Earl Cameron Theatre to facilitate event organisers processing 
through the COH directly.  

The Mayor said that the Christmas Boat Parade Organisation had informed the COH that 
they would discontinue organising the event and hoped that the COH would take it 
over.  This would be a major event for the City for families and shopping, and the Chamber 
of Commerce would be invited to encourage the retailers to participate.  The next 
Christmas Boat Parade should be scheduled for 2022 and St. George's Corporation would 
be informed. 

Councillor Harvey left the meeting at 1.27 pm. 

Councillor Harvey rejoined the meeting at 1.29 pm. 

13.3 Trip Hazard 

Councillor Swan noted a major trip hazard at the steps on the north west wall of the Par-
La-Ville car park, where part of the wall had fallen.  The Mayor reminded the meeting that 
pictures of any hazards found in the City would be sent straightaway to the Secretary/COO 
and City Engineer for action. 

13.4 Email Protocol 

The Mayor reminded the meeting that, as emails could either be reply, reply-to-all or 
forward, care should be taken to send a reply to the sender only in most cases.  

13.5 Public Gallery 

The Mayor welcomed the Public Gallery, Ms. Sophia Cannonier, Ms. Jeanine Richardson 
and Ms. Kimberly Wilson, who attended to witness the democratic process.  Ms. 
Richardson thanked the Mayor and said that she was grateful that the Corporation Board 
Meetings were open for the public to attend.  She referred to the pending Constitutional 
Court Case and said that perhaps the public could help the COH to remain a Municipality 
with an elected Mayor and Council.  She suggested a survey be carried out and that she 
would support the elected council.  Councillor Swan said that a survey had previously 
been carried out with 98% support.  The Mayor would welcome another survey.  

Ms. Cannonier, Ms. Richardson and Ms. Wilson left the meeting at 1.39 pm. 
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14. Motion to Move to Restricted Session 

Proposed:  Councillor J. Brimmer 

Seconded:  Councillor N. Swan 

 
 

_________________________ 

Mayor 

 

_________________________ 

Secretary/COO 

______________________________ 

Date 

 


